PARTICIPATION
1. ELIGIBILITY: Anyone that has a kayak and a desire to compete is eligible for IMWS tournaments, including minors
a. Any competitor under the age of 18 is required to always have a chaperone over the age of 18 on the water with them during tournament competition. 
i. Chaperone must always remain within eyesight of the minor. 
2. EVENT REGISTRATION: All IMWS competitions are held using the TourneyX app. At a minimum, each angler must set up a free TourneyX account to compete. 
3. ENTRY FEES: Each one of the IMWS events will have a different entry fee per event. See below of price per event based off each on of our series. 
a. Month Long Series - $30 per entry
b. Signature Series - $70 per entry
c. Core Series - $40 per entry
d. Championship - $80 per entry (ONLY FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY)
i. $5 – Big Bass Payout
ii. $3 or $3.50 – PayPal Fee (Based on Tournament Entry Fees)
iii. $5 – Admin Fee (Awards, Insurance, Taxes, Website)
iv. $6.50 – TourneyX Fee
4. PAYMENT: Payments will be made using PayPal. After you register using TourneyX, submit your payment via PayPal. Remember, you aren’t fully registered until payment has been submitted. 
5. REFUNDS: Due to how our tournaments are formatted, NO REFUNDS will be issued after you are signed up. Only if a tournament is cancelled will you have the option of a refund, or you can opt to roll your entry fees to another event. 
6. CAPTAINS MEETINGS: IMWS competition does not require live-in-person meetings. This is subject to change if a Series Championship is scheduled and winners must be present to win any prizes offered. 
7. CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFICATION: 
a. Fish 4 events in the same IMWS river series or a combination of 5 events from either the Core or Signature IMWS series to be eligible for the IMWS River Championship. Month Long tournaments are NOT eligible for championship qualification. 
8. Angler of the Year (AOY):
a.  AOY points will be awarded in a 100-point format per event. 100 is 1st, 99 2nd, 98 3rd and so on down to a minimum of 20 points. In the event an angler has 0’’, either 50 points or last place points will be awarded (whichever is lower). 
b. AOY will be determined by these criteria: 
i. Month Long Series: Best 4 of 9 events
ii. Signature Series: Best 4 of 6 events
iii. Core Series: Best 4 of 6 events 
1. For events that have both Team & Individual entries your points will be determined by your Individual placement amongst all competitors regardless of which event (Team/Solo) they participate in. Meaning all competitors’ best 5 fish will be scored independently to assign placement points for the joint events. 
c. In the event of a tie in AOY race, the tie breaker will be total inches submitted for the 4 qualifying events. If there is still a tie, a roll down of best finishes will break the tie (5th or 6th event placing). 
9. Month Long Series: 
a. All public Rivers & Streams in the state of Indiana are eligible
b. You must launch from a public access site
c. Fish caught in any of our other series in the same month are eligible for submission in the month longs.
i. Ensure you have both codes in your photo submission if you are trying to submit a fish to the Month Long and Signature/Core series events. Failure to have the correct code for the series will result in a DQ’d fish submission.

FISH ELIGIBILITY
1. SPECIES: Black Bass species including Largemouth, Smallmouth, Spotted Bass, and any hybrid of the above are the accepted species during competition. 
2. LENGTH: No minimum length for submission
3. CONDITION: Fish may not appear to be dead, mutilated, frozen, mangled, or otherwise damaged/altered. Fish must appear to look alive, freshly caught from tournament waters. 
4. DUPLICATE: The same fish cannot be submitted more than 1 time even if it is caught multiple times. This is established to prevent possible cheating scenarios. 

COMPETITION PERIOD
1. TIMELINE: IMWS uses a “multiple single day” tournament format during the season. Tournaments will run from Friday – Monday with anglers picking only ONE of those days to compete against the entire field of anglers that fish during the 4-day period. Multiple entries into the same tournament are NOT ALLOWED. 
a. Competition days will be 8 hours long with at least 2 hours allowed for submissions after lines out. 
b. Sign up deadline will be 1 minute before lines in on Friday for regular season events unless otherwise noted. Sign up deadline for the Championship will be 1 week prior unless otherwise noted. 
c. Specific times for Lines IN/OUT and fish submission deadlines will be on each TourneyX event page. 
d. IMWS will NOT have specific launch/takeout times. You are free to launch anytime before Lines In but cannot begin fishing until the Lines In time has started. No scoreable fish will be accepted with picture timestamps after the Lines Out time has been reached. 
e. Competitors may change their competition day themselves using the web based TourneyX portal (app will not allow you to change days) up until lines in on Friday provided there are still slots available for the day.  Max slots per day are 99 anglers. 
i. Please reach out to an Admin if you have any questions on how to complete a date change. 
f. In the event a day is deemed unsafe by a Tournament Director due to inclement weather or water levels, competitors will be contacted and allowed to switch their day to a later available day. 
i. In the event a competitor cannot make a day change, they can either do nothing and have the event still count towards AOY & Championship qualification or take a refund. If a refund is elected no points or participation will count towards AOY or Championship eligibility. 
PRE-FISHING
1. The Moving Water Series does NOT restrict pre-fishing for any tournaments if it’s outside the tournament timeframe. 
a. Pre-Fishing during the tournament on the same body of water will result in a disqualification. 
COMPETITION AREA/LAUNCHING
1. Public launches as well as launching from public shorelines are allowed on all IMWS series unless otherwise noted on the TourneyX event page. Any angler launching from a privately owned location, or that trespasses across private property to launch will be disqualified. 
2. Each IMWS event will have the eligible water for competition defined on the TourneyX event page. Anyone caught fishing in restricted/unallowed water will be disqualified. 
3. Wade fishing is allowed provided the following criteria are met: 
a. Kayak has been launched
i. Placed in the water
ii. Occupied
iii. Placed under power by paddle, pedal, external power
b. Kayak must always remain in sight. 
c. Violation of these rules regarding wade fishing will result in disqualification. 

COOPERATION & ASSISTANCE
1. All competitors may share gear, tackle, and equipment at any point. 
2. Assist in photographing a fish for submission
3. Communicate and fish within the same area as other anglers
4. Competitors MAY NOT assist with catching fish that will be photographed for submission for other anglers. 
a. Assisting in catching fish also applies to these items, all of which are off limits
i. Boat positioning
ii. Casting
iii. Retrieving
iv. Hooking
v. Playing / Fighting
vi. Landing / Netting
5. Kayaks or competitors may not physically contact or impede another kayak or competitor while actively fishing. Please use common courtesy to fellow competitors while on the water. 
a. Violating any of the above criteria for assisting other anglers will result in disqualification. 

FISHING TACKLE, EQUIPMENT, METHODS, & MEASURING BOARDS
1. All fish submitted must be alive and caught within the regulations placed by the state of Indiana
2. No snagging, snatching, or netting fish (landing net allowed).
3. When sight fishing bedded fish, the fish must be hooked in the mouth to be eligible for submission
4. All fish must be caught with a rod, reel, line, and hook using artificial baits ONLY
5. IMWS is a Ketch Board ONLY organization. The original, X, and Karbonate boards are allowed. 
a. Keep your board clean to ensure accurate measurement and judging of submitted fish
b. Competitors may share Ketch boards
c. IMWS uses an individual code generated by TourneyX the morning of your selected fishing day
i. This code may be written on an identifier, piece of paper, your hand, or any item which you can legibly read. 
ii. The code must be featured in your photo submission. Failure to include your code or the correct code will result in a disqualified submission for any fish that this violates. 
d. Only ONE rod and reel may be used at a time. If the lure is in the water, it is in use. 
e. Nets and fish grips may be used for landing fish. Grips must be removed prior to photographing for submission. 
i. Fish may be retained on the grips for a short period to revive the fish and prepare for photographing.

WATERCRAFT & PROPULSION
1. IMWS allows kayaks, canoes, and SUPs to be used during competitions. 
a. Any questions regarding whether a specific vessel is good for competition should be directed at the Tournament Directors for discussion and ruling prior to competition. 
2. Paddle, pedal, and electric motors are allowed during competition
a. Only ONE motor can be mounted/utilized during competition days. 
b. Motor must be mounted in a safe manner
c. All Indiana boating regulations regarding registration and lighting must be followed
3. Competitors may be towed or assisted by another kayak in the tournament or guardians’ kayak at any time for competition purposes or emergencies. If a competitor has an equipment malfunction or a weather event that inhibits them from safely making it back to their ramp, towing is allowed by any vessel.
4. Trolling lures are NOT permitted.
5. Only ONE fish may be in possession at a time. Anglers cannot leash a fish then resume fishing to catch followers. This will result in disqualification. 
a. Multiple fish caught on the same lure during the same cast are eligible for submission. 

PHOTO STANDARDS
1. Each photo submitted must be of a different fish. Any duplicate submissions will be denied. 
2. Each photo must be in focus and clear enough for the judge to: 
a. Verify the TourneyX code on the identifier
b. Verify the fish’s condition
c. Verify the length
d. Verify the mouth is touching the fence or end of board
e. The entire fish must be visible in the photo except part that is covered with ONE hand
3. Camera is to be positioned directly over the fish’s body and centered. This assists in accurate judging. Low angle photos make judging length and closure of the mouth difficult. 
4. The fish’s mouth may be open les than ¼’’. If the judge determines it to be over ¼’’ or more, a ½’’ penalty will be assessed. IN the event of an excessively open mouth, the judge may impose a larger penalty up to denial of the fish. 
5. The identifier must be clearly visible in the photo. It can be located above, below or beside the fish. 
6. Competitors’ watercraft must be visible in the background of the photo. Failure to do so will result in a denied submission. 
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a. No portion of the hand may enter the gill plage. Violation will result in a denied submission
b. The lip, eye, and end of tail cannot be obstructed in the photo even by your hand or identifier. If the judge cannot verify the following items the fish will be denied: 
i. Mouth is touching fence
ii. Alive
iii. See end of tail for measurement
c. Pinching and holding the tail IS permitted
8. Bass orientation must be facing to the left, tail to the right, belly toward the angler. Just like the photo example above. 
9. The bass’s lip or jaw must be in contact with the measuring board fence and the fence must be visible in the photo. Violation will result in a denied submission. 

PHOTO SUBMISSION TIME
1. All IMWS Tournaments will have a 2-hour submission time from lines out. If a judge identifies an issue with an angler’s picture after submission time has expired, anglers will be given 2 hours from time of contact to replace the picture. 

SCORING
1. All scoring is done by ¼ inch increments on your Ketch Board.
2. Fish length is determined by the line on the measuring board that the caudal (Tail) fin touches or crosses. If the tail crosses one ¼ mark but does not touch the next that fish will be rounded down to the mark that it touched or crossed. 
a. Example: Your submissions tail crosses the 15.50’’ mark but falls short of the 15.75’’ mark, that fish will be scored as 15.50’’
3. Any portion of the tail that extends off the board is not considered for scoring. The longest mark the tail obviously touches or breaks will be awarded
a. Be careful with tail placement. It becomes difficult to tell where a tail makes the net mark if it is lying on a portion of the board that isn’t lined. If that happens, it’s up to the judge’s discretion for scoring. 
4. Tail must be in contact with the measuring board. Photo will be denied if the tail is raised. 
5. Tournaments will be the best 5 fish format unless otherwise noted. Auto cull is turned on for all tournaments in TourneyX. 
6. In the event of a tie, big fish will break the tie. If competitors’ biggest fish are equal it will continue to the next biggest fish until the tie is broken. 


	Photo Scoring Criteria 
	Penalty 

	Blurry photo/length unclear: scored at highest mark of which there is no doubt 
	N/A 

	Blurry photo; completely unable to judge 
	Deny 

	Appears to be second generation (screen shot, photo of a photo) 
	Deny 

	GPS/Time data does not exist and/or other evidence shows photo taken outside of eligible water  
	Deny 

	GPS/Time data shows photo taken outside of tournament hours 
	Deny 

	Multiple photos submitted of the same fish; unintentional 
	Deny 

	Multiple photos submitted of the same fish; intentional 
	Ban 

	Competitor’s watercraft not visible in photo 
	Deny 

	Entire fish not in picture 
	Deny 

	Fish positioned with right side of body toward camera; head pointing right and caudal left 
	Deny 

	Fish positioned with dorsal fins at bottom of photo, pelvic and anal fins upward 
	Deny 

	Identifier card/code missing or incorrect 
	Deny 

	Secured by restraining device to the board 
	Deny 

	Incorrect species 
	Deny 

	Any portion of the hand or fingers under the gill plate 
	Deny 

	Fingers or hand touching or covering the mouth or eye 
	Deny 

	Tail fin lifted off the board 
	Deny 

	Fish appears to have been snatched, snagged, or hooked in the body 
	Deny 

	Fish appears to be dead, mutilated, frozen, mangled, or manipulated to increase length 
	Deny 

	Bass lip or jaw clearly not touching the fence 
	Deny 

	Unable to tell with certainty that the bass lip or jaw is touching the fence 
	-1”-Deny 

	Mouth open equal to or greater than ¼”, even if structurally unable to close 
	-.50”-Deny 



JUDGING
1. IMWS Tournament Directors will be the judges for all regular season events. 
a. Any Tournament Director that competes in a series will not be able to judge that series to ensure fairness across the board. 
PENALTIES
1. In the event of a rule’s violation, the judge and Tournament Directors may impose penalties as deemed appropriate, including: 
a. Reduction of length as described above
b. Loss of catch for the day, or until violation has been fixed
c. Disqualification from the vent
d. Banned from future competition
2. Tournament Directors will make every effort to get in contact with anglers that are in violation so that they can make adjustments, but sometimes it isn’t possible. Please ensure you read and understand the competition rules to avoid penalties as much as possible. 

DISPUTES & APPEALS
1. For an angler to dispute a penalty incurred during competition, they must contact a Tournament Director prior to the submissions due time of the day they are competing. Decision will stand as originally called if contact is made later. 
2. Tournament Directors will review any info or resubmitted photos given by the angler with a dispute and adjust or leave scores/length as determined after review. 
3. In the event a situation arises that is not covered by IMWS rules or exists in a “gray” area, the dispute/issue will be evaluated by the IMWS Admin Group, and a vote will be taken. Majority rules and whatever is decided is final. 

AWARDING OF PRIZES & MONEY
1. IMWS pays out 10% of the field at each competition unless otherwise noted. Payment will be made to the competitor’s PayPal. Payout scale is available on the IMWS website. 
2. Prizes (drawings, AOY, etc.) will be distributed to the winning anglers in a timely fashion. 


TAXES
1. Any IMWS competitor that is awarded over $600 will be required to fill out and submit a 1099 to IMWS before their prize money will be released. 

SAFETY
1. During competition, all competitors must wear a fastened USCG approved vest tyle life jacket (PFD). 
a. PFD may be inflatable, or inherent floatation. A belt-style PFD, even one that deploys as a vest, is NOT permitted. 
b. “Fastened” is defined as zipped or buckled depending on your PFDs fastener type. 
i. If your PFD has both a zipper and buckles, the PFD must be zipped up to be considered fastened. 
c. Inflatable PFDs must be worn outside of any garment, including jackets. 
d. Brief removal of your PFD to add or remove attire is permitted. The following criteria must be followed while PFD is removed: 
i. Lines are out of water
ii. Watercraft has been beached or taken to land, and you have exited fully
iii. Weather and water conditions allow for safe removal
iv. Competitors are at least 12 years old or older
e. Tournament Directors have the right to postpone, cancel, or cut short competition days due to adverse weather conditions or other factors that could jeopardize angler safety. Tournament Directors may also restrict tournament waters due to adverse weather. 
f. No drugs or alcohol is permitted while competing
g. Night competitions require a light, if you are peddling or paddling, a handheld flashlight works. If you anchor up, a 360-degree light is required. 

CONDUCT AND SPORTSMANSHIP
Always conduct yourselves in a manner that positively reflects the sport of kayak bass fishing, IMWS, our sponsors, and your fellow anglers. We share the water with a lot of people not in our competitions. Sportsmanship, courtesy, integrity, safety, and conservation in support of the sport of kayak bass fishing goes a long way to making the right impact for our organization. Any conduct or sportsmanship violation could result in a disqualification from and event up to a ban from IMWS. 

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY
To compete in IMWS, you must have a signed waiver on file each year that you compete. The waiver is found on the main IMWS website via this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQn8rhYwYFHky4oxDdJZrkklBirOWDCx-31gJz2UWAlTfMKw/viewform?usp=header . Anglers or legal guardians without a signed waiver are not allowed to participate in any IMWS events. Anyone that attempts to fish an event without a signed waiver will be disqualified and/or removed from signup or participation.  




DECISION BY COMMITTEE
1. Rule changes will always be voted on by Tournament Directors. All must cast a vote, and majority rules. 
2. If a situation arises that is not covered by the existing rules, Tournament Directors will discuss and vote on a solution. Majority rules. 
3. Tournament Directors reserve the right to discuss and vote on refunding individuals experiencing extenuating circumstances beyond their control (family death, medical emergency, unforeseen catastrophic event, etc.). In the event a refund is issued, it will be posted on the Moving Water Series Facebook page for transparency. 
4. IMWS reserves the tight to make further clarifications to the rules during the season. 
 


image1.png
ACCEPTABLE PHOTOGRAPH

Dorsal Fin Toward Top of Photo Dorsal Fin Toward Top of Photo

uh?))))y‘)
SUES e

w5
DI I
SR w—n,n
&Y 1Y

Event Identifier
Kayak in Photograph
HAND AREA




